
Cheshire and North Wales Junior Chess Championships 2012 
 
Well done and thanks to everyone who attended the Cheshire and North 
Wales Junior Chess Championships at Kings School, Chester. 
 
Over 150 players entered the tournament – an excellent number for a County 
Championships. Players came up from Welshpool, down from the Wirral, and 
across from Colwyn Bay and Macclesfield ! 
 
The standard of the players ranged from the beginners in the Quick start 
section playing for the first time, to strong County players all challenging for 
the title of Cheshire and North Wales Junior Champion. In amongst this were 
players who had never played for the County, but succeeded in winning best 
school/ club player awards, which enables them to challenge for a place in the 
County team. 
 
The Under 9 tournament was extremely competitive, with some strong 
younger players challenging the players that represented Cheshire and North 
Wales last season. 
Ifan Rathbone-Jones, who scored an excellent 5.5 in this competition last year 
as an 8-year-old, won the tournament convincingly with a perfect score of 7 
out of 7. 
Ali Al-Rawi and Thomas Winston both only dropped one match to share the 
Under 9 County title, with Leo Iwasaki finishing in third place with 5 and a half 
points. 
James Smith finished on an excellent score of 5.5 to claim the Under 9 School 
trophy, with Efe Kitis and Paul Nixon sharing second place with 5 points. 
 
In the Under 8 section, Tyler Havaas again had a good tournament to win the 
Under 8 County title with 5 points. Iniya Anand, last year’s Under 7 winner, 
claimed the Under 8 School trophy , along with Finn Barker, both on 5 points, 
whilst Robert Goodwin finished close behind in third spot with 4.5. 
 
The Under 7 section was of a particularly high standard this year, with 
champions Jack Yang and Amrit Bolina both finishing on 5 points, both of 
them having played top players in the Under 9 County section. Jonathan 
Osbourne and Greg Harkanyi came in joint third with a very respectable 4 
points. 
 
For the first time in these Championships, the Under 10 section was a 
tournament in it’s own right. It was, however, no less competitive for it, as 
many of last year’s Under 9 County team, which reached the National finals, 
participated. 
Riyaan Yeseudian claimed the Under 10 Championship trophy, having won all 
his games except for one, where he drew with the promising Macey Taylor, 
who won last year’s Under 9 School trophy. 
Ben Tobyn made up for a loss in round 4 to win all his remaining games and 
finish as Under 10 County level Champion on 6 points. Macey and David 
Walker finished just behind with 5.5 points. 



Nithilan Sivanand did well to finish on 5 points, having played the top 3 
players in the tournament, and so claim the Under 10 School trophy.James 
Crammond and James Foxton came in only half a point behind on 4.5 to finish 
joint runners-up. 
 
The Under 11 tournament was much smaller than in the past, when it was 
combined with the Under 10s. This, however, meant that a lot of the top 
players got to play against each other, which increased the level of 
competition at the top. 
Thomas Carroll continued to demonstrate his considerable improvement by 
winning the section with an extremely impressive 7 out of 7. Jack Nolan just 
dropped the one game to Thomas, but finished as Under 11 County level 
Champion on an excellent score of 6 points. Ewan Herd, Seth Collinson, Sam 
Davies and Abhishek Batula all tied for second place in the County level 
section with 5 points. 
Robbie Fisher also showed great progress by taking the Under 11 School title 
with 5.5 points. Finishing closely behind were the Under 11 School runners 
up, George Berry and Jacob Foley. 
 
The Under 14 tournament was very strong this year, as last season’s 
Cheshire and North Wales Under 11 team finished in a brilliant 6th place in the 
English Primary Schools Chess Association (EPSCA) County  Final. Many of 
the players in the team have now moved up to Under 12, and hence this 
particular section was always going to be extremely tough.  
 
Imogen Camp played 5 County players, and only dropped half a point to claim 
the Under 14 Championship trophy with a very impressive performance. 
Carmel Barwick and Adam Stoddart also played extremely well to finish on 6 
points and share the Under 12 County level trophy. Arjun Balasubramaniam 
and Joshua Williams finished just half a point behind on 5.5, to claim joint 3rd 
spot in the highly-competitive Under 12 County section. 
 
Kallum Pearson won the Under 12 School level trophy with a good score of 5 
points, with Joe Pritchard, also from Hawarden High, and Harvey Lewis 
finishing in joint second place with 4. 
 
The Under 14 County level trophy was won by Alex Kitshoff, with Patrick 
Barwick and Callum Johnston in joint second place. James Webster claimed 
the Under 14 School trophy, from Connor Gill. 
 
In the Under 13s, Sean Walker and James Evans both finished on 5 points to 
become Champions of the County and School sections respectively, with 
Christopher Nixon and Henry Brine finishing second and third in the School 
section. 
 
 
 
 



The Under 21 tournament had more County players than School level 
players, who took the opportunity to demonstrate excellent improvements with 
their standard of Chess. 
 
The Championship trophy was a tense battle between two very strong County 
players, Ben Scattergood and Robert Warrington. The result in their match 
against each other was drawn, and, given that they both won all the rest of 
their matches, the Under 21 tournament, for the first time, went down to an 
“Armageddon” play-off. 
This was always going to be a very tense battle, and Ben Scattergood, winner 
of the Armageddon play-off in the Under 14’s last year, again came out on top 
with a play-off victory. 
Ben therefore became the Cheshire and North Wales Under 21 Champion. 
Robert took the Under 16 County level title, with Matthew Temple and Jack 
Owen claiming the Under 18 and Under 15 County titles. 
Volodymyr Krasovskyy won the Under 18 School title, whilst Samuel Arshad 
Roberts finished joint winner with Benjamin Belyaev in the Under 17 section. 
Haran Makwana claimed the Under 15 School section with the same score of 
4 points. 
Susan Gorman finished as Champion of the Under 17 County level section, 
and Amimesh Anand won the Under 16 School title. 
 
The Quick Start was of a particularly high standard this year, with 9 players 
keeping Matt Battersby extremely busy for the day ! 
In the end, Rutujay Chawda finished as the Champion, with James Carroll, 
Joseph Harris and Remi Tavernier all finishing joint second.  
 With Matt in charge, all the players will have learned a lot, and thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves ! Certainly,  many players currently playing in our 
Championships, played in the Quick Start on their first visit ! 
 
 
The Schools trophy saw the hosts, Kings School, benefiting from coach John 
Gorman’s work, and coming out worthy winners with an excellent score of 94 
points. 
Rydal Penrhos, under the guidance of Andy Camp, finished in second place 
overall, and were the highest scoring team in the Primary Schools section. 
Dean Longley’s Sandycroft team followed closely behind Rydal in the Primary 
section, whilst many of Sandycroft’s former players represented Hawarden in 
the Under 14’s. Matt Battersby’s excellent work with various schools on the 
Wirral is also clearly paying off and delivering some fantastic results. 
 
The presentations took place in the spectacular new Vanbrugh Theatre at the 
School, which brought the tournament to a fitting conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
A big thanks, as ever, goes to all our helpers :- 
 
Arbiters Ian Campbell, John Gorman, George Scattergood, Dave Warrington, 
Pat Ridley and Jan Kitshoff, who controlled their sections superbly, along with 
Paul Barwick who assisted with the score charts. 
Our County Team Manager, George Davison, for his excellent work with the 
players in the Coaching Room, and Matt Battersby for all his efforts with 
running the Quick Start. 
 Also to Gareth Ellis (equipment supply), and to Sabine Power 
for managing the refreshments stall so efficiently, along with  Anthony Barrett, 
Tom Herd, Dominic Green, Roz Glover and  Steven and Karen Poyner. Karen 
was as brilliant as ever when assisting with the complex prize-giving. 
Thanks also to my sister Carolyn Bailey, for considerable help with the pre-
tournament preparation work.  
A big thank you is also owed to King’s School, Chester, for allowing us to use 
this fantastic school as our venue for the fourth year in a row, and to Peter 
Wilcock and the caretakers who helped us on the day. 
 
Finally, thanks to all the parents for coming from far and near to attend. 
 
The tournament, unique in both design and ethos, the attitude and 
sportsmanship of the participants and parents, the marvellous efforts of the 
support team, all added to the superb venue,  demonstrated what a real credit 
the event is to Chess in Cheshire and North Wales. 
 
Well done and congratulations to all. 
 

                                                      

                                                     Judy Brown - Tournament Organiser   
                                                                                                                    October 2012 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


